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Introduction 


The open-air exhibition displays an array of splendid traditional and cultural dwellings and structures ranging 
from Costal Village with their hilly tracts and dense forest zones, to Desert Village and the Himalayan Village. All 
these villages, with their dwellings and structures and shrines, are built using in-situ raw materials directly by 
the respective tribal communities. These villages with their marvelous architecture not only reflects a variety of 
cultural life, but tell a story of bio- cultural evolution of man and his adaptation with space and time. From the 
household objects to their specific patterns and designs, sacred plants and all the ritualistic objects are planted 
inside and outside the respective village. 
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Coastal village 


As the name suggests, villages from Kerala, Tamilnadu, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, etc. represents the costal villag- 
es. One of the major attractions of this exhibit is the shrine of Ayyanar, a popular village guardian deity from 
Tamilnadu, with terracotta figures of horses and elephants (transport for the Ayyanar) in various sizes. Other eco- 
friendly structure are the wooden houses of Aarapura and Naalkettu showing antique, carved doors and pillars 
and beautiful architecture of the house that existed in the ancient days of Kerela. The unique feature of Nalu- 
kettu (house build without the use of an iron-nail) has been equally maintained. All the objects related to these 
villages inside and outside the houses have been recreated and kept in their original style. Not just houses, even 
the temples, one being close to the exhibit of fisherman village of Arattupuza had been recreated, along with 

a space for religious dance and lamps for Gods. Other structures include the famous snake boat (Sarp Nauka) a 
wooden racing bota and chunden vallam. All these structures and dwellings rejuvenate the lifestyle and cultural 
identities of Indian Coastal communities. 
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Information display. | Snake boat (Sarp Nauka) of kerala. 
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Snake boat (Sarp Nauka) of kerala. 


Bhadrakali Temple. 


Situated on an end of a fishermen 
village { Arattupuzha district Alleppey, Kerala) 
a wooden temple has been replicated. In its 
span it hes room for worshipers, @ space 
for religious dance and lamp post for gods. 
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After the process of disintegration of joint 
family system in this century; new house patterns 
‘came up substituting the old ones.One of them 
Aarapura has been created for display in this 
exhibition. 
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Desert Village 


Typical dwelling types from Jaisalmer in Rajasthan, and Kutch in Gujarat are exhibited under the desert village 
display. The stone architecture of Rajasthan, with huge size stones and chhatris, depicting the elements of pride 
and honor in Rajput architecture, has been exhibited in similar way. The bhungas (circular huts) with its marve- 
lous clay and mirror work demonstrate the ecological, social and the aesthetic aspects of the nomadic Rabari 
people of Kutch, Gujarat. Thus desert village exhibit features the process, and the extent of their adaptation to 
the environment. The entire village has been displayed with various ethnographic objects that reflect the life 
style and the actuality of the dwelling populations. 
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Mud relief work. 
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Information display. Bhunga - dwelling of Rabari tribe from Kutch, Gujrat. 
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This documentation was done by Palash Vaswani, Design Associate at IDC, IIT Bombay. 
You can get in touch with him at palsonline[at]gmail.com 
You could write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay 

Powai 

Mumbai 400076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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